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smail plant a.” “ad alsc tmueiviewed DON!WALLACE, of St. Paul, Mirra=sota,
thealitor o "in: Fa'mer" :nd a brother to the Secretary of Agricul'ure,

with a view “w ~rrauging the distribution of this product. In vie. of the
fac* that thace would Le 2 large market for this product in New Ye u City,
becz2:2 of tha dairy farnis near New York, it was dzcided that :ci.=v plant
she.i< e built in that vicinity, and a site was selected by Sa>Ti ' noas
Elfucbeth, Mew Jersey.

SAPIRO stztod that at this time he met MOE DAVIS, who, either
.z himself or some friuris. put some money into this company; however, th:
122= did not turn out to he¢ -mzcessful and the company was disbanded. He
stated that he only saw MO, PAVIS on two or three occasions, and that he
i nothing about his cunr cianactions except that he thought he was a
grmoler at Cleveland, Ohio. iz was positive in his statement that BUCHALTER,
to his knowledge, had no irter~ct in this firm, which he said, was reprassentzd
in Ohio by BART McINTYRE, eithor a State Senator or Agsemblyman from Cljve-
land.

However, SAPIR" nacmitted that he knew BUCHALTER. He statad
that while he had his ofrice in Mew York City from 1927 to 1935, he had
amployed as his sacratarvy on. GIZRTRUDE BLOOM, now MRS. MAURICE ROSEMAN, of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. OCn one occasion, he stated she introduced him
to BUCHALTER, whom hz had cbserved talking to MISS BLOOM in his office. after
BUCHALTER left, MISS BLQZif 2dvised him that he was her uncle, and admittad
to him that BUCHALTER #:s "in th= rackets" in New York City, and that the
family did not have much to do with him. SAPIRO said that he could not
remember what year this was, but he indicatad that BUCHALTER had stopped
in to see MISS BLOOM scveral times, and his only interest in seeing her was
to inquirs as to how she wais and how other membars of the family were. He
also at times attemptzd to have her take some money from him, but SAPIRO
stated MISS BLOOM always refused.

’ SAPI0 said that he has not scen BUCHALTER for years, and
knows nothing of any other connections of his. He specifically roquested
that it never be made known to MISS BLOOM that hz had ever mentioned her
name.

Rt e

-l e ——— T

RN Y2 was shown ths protographs usu=11: lisplayed in this case
and did not racognize BUCHALTER'S stand-up picturs, stating that when he
saw him BUCHALTER was always immaculately dressed anc th»t there was never
any semblance of a beard or whiskers on his face; however, he stated that
the profile or the photograph which bears Neo. 46,043 does resemble BUCHALTER
as he recalls him.
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TIRIPPEIT was lrterviewed at his ofrice and stated tint he
was separated iron Lis wife in November, 1932, at which time he leli their
hom2 and moved to the Califernia Club. He was shown the photograr:. usually
dis;rayed in this case, and could recognize none of them, and stat.c that
he ::uld not imagine what connection a telephore call from an irciwiinal
narzc. LONG in Hot Springs could have with him. However, wher it was men-
ticn2d that ZWILIMAN was known to be a friend of JEAN HARLOW, TRIPPEIT ad-
visad that he and his wife had been very good friends of hers, and that he
hao secured JEAN HARLOW'S divorce from HAROLD ROSSON. He said that JEAN
HARLOW had visited at his home very often, and particularly after he left
his home, JEAN had stayed with his wife on several occasions. It would,
therefore, appear that probubly thz call to TRIPPETT'S residence by LONG
was for JEAN HARIOW; and it i35 rzcalled by the writer that ths file in this
case indicates that during ths time LONG was in Hot Springs at the Arlington
Hotel, he sent a2 telegram to MARINO BELIO, stepfather of JEAN HARLOW, saying
that he would call their home.

LFEAD NO. 134

MOE DAVIS, Cleveland gambler, believed known to
BUCHALTER, whilz in Tucson, Arizona, on March 27,
1937, and April 6, 1937, called CRestview 11638,
but on both occasions, talked to WOodbury 6207..

Through approprizte contacts it was ascertained that CRest-
view No. 11638 had formerly be=2n assigned to MRS. E. SIEGEL, wife of BEN
SIEGEL, and had been discontinued on December 15, 1936. sShortly after this
time the number WOodbury 62074 was assigned to the SIEGEL residence. It is
thus evident that MOE DAVIS called BEN SIEGEL on the above-mention=d dates.

LEAD NO. 125

FRIEDA ZUCK's sister, RHEA, married IMMANUEL
BUCHALTER, brother of the Subject. She has

previously been int iewed, but the report of .
Special Agent# dated at Now York b I7 <
City, April 14, 1939, requested that she be

reinterviewed as she might have further infor-
mation.

FRIEDA ZUCK was found to be still employed at the 20th Century
Fox Studios in the Script Department, where she can be reached on Extension
1118. She was interviewed on July 28, 1939, at the studio, and said that
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she is presently living wit'. friends at 1928 Santa Monica Boulevard, tele-
phene OXford 5542, but weuld appreciate not being called at this address,
as she intendis %ic move in about a month and will advise this office of her
ne.; addres=s.

MISS ZUCK stated that she could furnish no mors infermation

thor g el to Agents as previously set out in the report of Special b
Aé?*'“%‘dated at Los Angeles, California, May 2, 1938, at which
tir: she told all she knew. It appears that she did tell the truth in that

interview, as her statements have been corroborated through other investi-
gations in this case.

MISS 2UCK statzd that after having been interviewed before,
she went back to New York becauss of the death of her mother and was therec
about six weeks, during which time, her time was fully taken up with her
mothar's affairs, and that shs did not see BETTY BUCHALTER, who did not
come to.the funeral. She stated she, of course, saw IMMANUEL BUCHALTER,
who is married to her sister, RHEA, but that no mention was made of the
Subject. She said that she had then returned to Hollywood and resumed her
employment at the studio, and has had no connection with anyone she met
while BUCHALTER was here in Los Angeles in 1934. She also said that quite
frequently she corresponds with har sister, with whom she is very close,
but has not corresponded with BETTY BUCHALTER, although she admitted shz is
a good friznd of hers.

She said that on ¥ay 26, 1939, she went back East for the
unveiling of her mother, the expenses having besn paid by her father, who
wanted all of the family at home. She remained there until July, returning
to California on July 13, 1939, and said that she had seen BETTY BUCHALTER
on two. or three occasions while in Now York tha last trip. She said tn-t
the onty mention mads of the Fugitive was when MISS ZUCK told BETTY that
she had been questioned 2bout Subject and BETTY told, her not to worry; that
"they" could do nothing to her, and to tell them the truth. She sad that
BETTY 'said she would like to know something about Subject, herself, as
she has received no news of him since he disappearad. MISS ZUCK stated that
she believed this was truc as anyone who knew BETTY BUCHALTER before her
husband became a fugitive could_see the difference in her at this time.

 She indicated that she did not know where BETTY got hsr money on which to

live, and said she would not ask her, assuming that she probably had money .
saved. MISS ZUCK further indicated that she did not try to pry into BETTY'S

affairs as she considerad it none of her business; and that she did not want

to become involved in this case any more than she alrzady is.

She was questicned about any relatives of BUCHALTER in this
vicinity and sa d that she know of nonz. She was questioned as to whether
she knew GERTRUDE BLOOY, mentionazd above, and stated that she did, but had

hC.
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not szen her for ten or twslve years, and that GERTRUDE BLOOM was a niece
of BUCHALTER™S through one of BUCHALTER'S father's previous marriages. She
added that BUCHALTER'S father had been married three times, and that the
family tree was all mixed up. An effort was made to have her go ini~ 5he
family tree of the BUCHALTERS, but she stated that she could not btzcause,
after all, her relationship was simply through her sister's marriage, and
the Few relatives she did know were only those she had met at her sister's
houssy and many of these she had not seen for years. She reiterated that
che would, through some source, advise this office if she rsceived any
information concerning Subject, but that if her relatives ever found out,
she could never forgive herself.

LEAD NO. 93 '7&
The report of Special Agent b

S
Lake City, Utak. dated October 8, 8, reflects

telephone calls mad=z by PHIL/REGAN and by a Mk.
FROST, probably FRANKiFOSTER, from Reno, Nevada,
to Los ang:l:s. }

STerling 2160, Pasadena, California, which was callad, is
the residence telephone number of PHIL REGAN, mentioned in this casz as a
friend of SIEGEL'S and "DOC" HARRIS, said number now having been changed
to SYcamore 7-2160.

On July 5, 1938, YRS. REGAN called 7331, exchange not given,
to BENJAMIN LEVEN, New York Life Insurance Company, Hollywood. It was
ascertained that HOllywood 7331 is the number of the New York Life Insurancz
Company.

The records of the Retail Merchants Credit Association show

that BENJAMIN LEVEN has bezn employed by the above firm for six or seven
years as a salesman having previously been in the Advertising Department
of a Boston, Massachusetts, Sunday newspaper, and also for the HEARST papers
. in San Francisco, California; and had been a member of an advertising firm
in New York City in 1923. The file indicates that he was the leading insurance
writer for the country in 1936; and that in 1923 in San Francisco, California,

he went through bankruptcy, listing $123,873.00 in debts and assets of $250.00.
The confidential section of this report indicates thit he was formerly the
president of the Morosco Holding Company in New York City, and in 1925 was
reputed to have been undar Federal indictment for using the mails to defraud
in connection with the above firm, whorein promotions resulted in a loss of
$2,500,000.00 to the stockholdars.
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JACOB SHAPIROj;. with aliasges;
LOUIS -BUCHALTER, With &liases.

Jacob "Gurrah" Shapiro surrendered to Federal Authorities on
April 14, 1938, in New York, after being a fugitive from justice for
less than a year, During that time every known associzte and conteact
was investigated to determine if they were in communication with him.
Relentlessly the forces of law and corder were seeking to drive Lim out
into the open. Shapiro stated the Federal Bureau of Investigation was
hunting him wherever he went and under the circumstances it was like keing

in jail, thus he surrendered,

His associate of many years, Louis "Lepke" Buchalter, vas going
to see how he made out, Shepiro related to Special Asents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, before he decided to surrender. Sixteen months
‘later Buchalter followed suit, brimging to a close a manhunt that en-
circled the continental United States and extended into Mexico, Costa
Rica, Cuba, England, Canada, France, Puerto Rico and Carlsbad, Germany.
Summary reports alone succintly setting forth contzcts of Shapiro and
Buchalter, number over a thousand pages, to say nothing of the thousands
of reports of Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation working
in every section of the United States. ?

Cver a period of years the activities of this gang have been. the

~ subject of headline after headline in the Metropolitan deilies, announcing
some new depredation. Industrial racketeers, never hesitant to enforce

~ their mandates with-lead pipes,- stench bombs, brickbats and bullets, =~ - -

Shapiro and Buchalter headed a modern gang of desperadoes whose brutality
end vandalism equalled that of the Huns of old, Millicns of dollars were
exacted as tribute by the paid enforcers of Shapiro and Buchalter. BRoth
had a flair for organization, combined with considerable business acumen,
rivalling that of big business and industrial executives. Their underworld
empire extended from coast to coast. (Cld asscciates still occupry pinnacles
of authority in various sections of the country, while others hiding behind
the garb of pseudo-respectability nurture their egos with their ill-gotten
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Personal History and Background of
Louis "ILepke" Buchalter

I

Louis Buchalter was born in New York City on February 6, 1897,
the son of Barnett Buchalter, who emigrated to America from Russia and
operated a hardware shop in the neighborhood of Eesex Strect, on the
lower East Side of New York City. His mother, Rose Buchalter, who is
well over scventy years of age, is presently residing with her daughter,

As a result of hor first marriage Buchalter's mother had four children,
Buchalter's father had previously been twice married, having four children,
also., Buchalter has two full brothers.

In his youth Buchaltcr attended public school #75 through the
sixth grade and then attended public school #62., VWhile attending the
latter he assisted his father in thc operation of his hardware store, until
his death in 1909, Following his father's dcath, thec family moved to
Brooklyn, New York, where they werc supported largely by Buchalter's half-
sister. %™hile residing in Brooklyn, Buchalter attended public sohocl 2t
54th Street and Sixth Avenue, completing his grade school eourse in 131Cs

He was first employed after leaving school, as a salesman for
a concern cngaged in selling theatrical goocds, such as spangles, tights
and costumes and also handling imported Austrian chandecliers, which vere
then in fashion,

Ameng Buchalter's brothers vere a dentist and a rabbi.

Buchalter was first arrcsted on September 2, 1915, on a charge of
burglary., Hec was released by the Grand Jury, after being held cighteen days.
He was next arrested January 12, 1916, on a charge of burglary, being re-—
leased two days later. His first real brush with law enforcement occurrcd
on February 29, 1916, when he was arrested under the alias of Louis Kauver,
at Bridgeport, Connecticut, on a charge of theft., Buchalter in discussing
this particular charge stated he was accused, together with individuals
whose names he did not wish to disclose, of the theft of a salesmar's
hand grip out of his automobile and following his conviction, he was sen—
tenced to thc Connecticut Reformatory at Cheshire, Connceticut, which at
. that time was an“unwalled institutiom, He was received at the Connccticut
" Reformatory on My 18, 1916, to-scrve his indeterminate sentence and was
released on parole on July 12, 1917, although Buchalter claims he served
less than two months before he was placed on parole., He absconded on July
23, 1917 and a parole violator warrant was issued but never executed and
was later dismissed by the Board of Parcle on December 9, 1931, The records
reflect that Buchalter and his companions stole two suitcases containing
samples of jewelry which were left by a salesman outside the doorway of.a
store, these samples being valued at about $500,
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At the time of his release he was furrished a jcb as an auto-—
mobile painter and continued in this capacity for some time thereafter,

The report of the Medical Director of the Connecticut Reforma--
tory is of interest and is as follows:

WHEREDITY :

Home:

Physical:
Nental:
School:

Vocational:

Habits:

Delinquency:

Intelligence;

Ability:

Excellent father and mother. Father died in 1610,
Mother is refined. Well educated, 1 sister is a
school teacher, 1 brother a Rabbi with a Ph.D. degree.
1 stepbrother a dentist. 2 uncles dentists, 1 uncle a
druggist., Cousin specializing in psychology at Colum
bia at present,

Lived with mother after father's death 3 years. Mother
viert to live in Colorado and irmate wenit to live with
sister. Home conditions the best.

lormal
liorral
€ grades in 10 years

teady. Stock clerk cor in clothirg steres owned by
family.,

Good

2 previous arrests for burglary, discharged. Present
arrest stole valise in Bridgeport because he was out
cf funds.

Inmate is a clean cut intelligent Hebrew, who led a normal
life in spite of little s:pervision until Avcust, 1916,

Ther. worked for uncle who owns Orrheum at Savin Rock, who
reduced his wages to 8 a week. This he didn't like and
went to New York, got®in with & bad crowd deing petty jobs,
His delinquency was probably result of mental conflic
coupled with companions., Cutlook is excellent, :

Above average

Good
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On April 28, 1917, Buchalter was -rrestcd in New York City on =
charge of grand larceny, second degree, and cn January 11, 1918, was sen-
tenced to serve one and one-half years at Sing Sing. He subsequently was
transferred tc the Auburn Prison ard discharged on January 17, 1919,
Buchalter refers to this arrest as "one for th: possession of » packagen,
On April 23, 1919, Buchalter was arrested for an attempted burglary in
New York but was discharged two days later. On January 22, 1920 he was
arrested on a charge of attempted burglary, third degree 2nd was ser—
tenced to two and one-half years 2t Sing Sing, wherc he was received on
June 21, 1920. He was released on parole on March 16, 1922 and dischnrged
from parole upon expiration of his sentence on Lecember 19, 1922. Buch=lter
in discussing this offense claims he was interc:pted, with tike Weidermnn,
deceased, and Willie Goldman, while entering a silk house on 22nd Street,
New York City, where they were perpetrating a burglary. Ruchalter con-
tends thzt he "came out flat", meaning he was not placed on parol., a1l-
though the records indicate he was paroled. On Scptember 11, 1925,
Ruchalter was arrested on o charge of robbtery but was discharzed on
December 12, 1925,

On October 19, 1925, Buchzltcr was arrested with Yacob Shapirg,
in connection with the Fsh Harket stick-up. He related crn this necasion
he was in the vicinity of the bus servie: cperated by Jaccb Shapire and
Shapiro was la2ughing at his, Ruchalter's, plight and th- arresting cfficer
infaormed Shapirs to &° olong, toc., This was the first time Fuchalter and
Shapiro were arristed tegether and they were lator released. Ir this con-
nection it is pcinted out that Ruchzlter always refecrs tc St-pirs affec-
tionately 2s "Chnrliev,

On QOctober 25, 1927, Buchrlter claims he znd Sh2pire veluntarily
appeared for questioning in connection with the murder of Jacob "Little
Augie" Orgen, whom they had known for several years, They wer: held fer
investigation end discharged on lNovember 4y, 1927. On July 17, 1929,
Buchalter 2nd Shapiro were arrested 2t the Harrester Restaurant, charged
with burglery and malicious mischief, arising out of an alleged attaclk on

-, 2 clothing store on Bleeker Strect. This, Buch~lter stated, was the first

time that either he or Shapirc had been involved in any Union job, 0On
Hovember 11, 1931, Buchalter was arrested with Shapiro 2and several other
individuzals on a charge of consoarting with kncwn_criminils.<<At:this-time,
Buchalter pointed out, he was suffering from a peashot in his eye ~nd was

> about to move from the apartmecnt which he occupicd at the Franconin Hiotel,

when arresting officers tcok him and other associates into custedy, All
were subsequently released. On July 12, 1933, Bucholter was again arrested
on a 722 charge, which is known as Consorting with Known Criminals, to-
gether with "Trigier Miken Coppola, in an apartment in Manhattan,
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Buchalter and Shapiro associated together as young boys and after
Buchalter finished school in Brooklyn he again began associating with Sha-
Piro, on the lower East Side of ianhattan. On August 20, 1931, Buchalter
married Betty Wasserman, who was born in kEngland on October 12, 1904, Her
father, Abraham Arbeiter, was born in Fngland, while her mother, Sarah
Jacobs, was born in Russia. The family emigrated from London in 1908,

Both her parents were divorced and later each remarried. Betty attended
local grade and high school in New York and in 1920 married Jacob Wasserman,

a World War veteran, vho died as the result of an appendix operation, De-

cember in Oklahoma, From this marriage a son, HJ er C_.
% Following his marriage to Betty, Buchalter adopte

n 1934 and 1t is said "Lepke" has a very fond regard forﬁ

At the time of Buchalter's marriage to Betty, Morris Wolensky alias "Dimples"

and one P. Poveromo were the witnesses. Wolensky's activities will be de-

scribed in further detail later on.

Prior to her marriage Betty Buchalter was employed as a night club
hostess, by Ben ¥arden, vho managed the Palais Royalc and other night clubs,
in New York. She was also employed as hostess at the Kentucky Club on West
47th Street, New York City, whcre she operated under the name Betty Wilson.
She frequents night clubs considerably, keeps late hours, plays cards and
the horses to a considerable extent. On Fcbruary 19, 1933, Ruchalter, under
the alias Louis Saffcr, along with Abner Zwillman and Ben Futlow, registered
at thc srlingtor Hotel, Hot Springs, Arkansas, where they remaincd urtil
varch 6, 1933, Retty Buchalter subsequently Jjoined thei. While at tnc¢ ho-
tel the party lived rather extravagantly, spending approximatcly %1,000 a week,

A trucking concern engaged in transporting cut work from clothing
manufacturers to contractors complained that their trucks were being inter-
fered with and that they encountcred difficulties when trucking for certain
manufacturers. A nephew of the owner of the concern reported the matter to
the police ard the nephew was told he would receive a telephone call., Soon
the phone rang and the caller announced he was "Lepke", The nephew told him
about his uncle's difficulties, whereupon "Lepke" arnounced he would see who
was involved and would sece that there would be no reoccurrence of the diffi-
culties. From that time on the trucker encountered no interference.

In the 8pring of 1933 both Buchalter and Shapiro invested 520,000
in cash in the Perfection Coat Manufacturing Co., which has -previously -been. - -
referred to and thereafter-Buchalter received a drawing account of $200 a
week for a year. On March 24, 1933, a machine gun battle between gangsters
and two armed automobilus occurred at Broadway and Slst Street, in New York.
The battle is said to have been carried on by rival gangs headed by Waxey
Gordon on one side and Luciano and Buchalter on the other. As previously in-
dicated, a rather extensive gang warfare grew out of a misunderstanding which
occurred early in 1933 between various gangs headed by Waxey Gordon, Max
Grecnberg, Yax Hassell and others, while Luciano, Buchalter and their hench-
men werc opposing these individuals, whom they regarded as interlopers,
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Max Greenberg was formerly a St. Louis racketeer and Max Hassall was char—
acterized as the Bcer Baron of Reading, Pennsylvania. It will also te re-
called that early in 1933 7willman became affiliated with Luciano, Buchalter
and Shapiro and it was said Waxey Gordon imported out-of-town killers tc
carry on the war. :

"Dutch" Schultz, as already indicated, figured quite prominently
in the strife that existed in the underworld at the time. On June 2, 1933,
Abe Turst, a former chauffeur of Waxey Gordon, was found slain in a stclen
car parked in the Morris Park section of the Fronx. On June 4, 1933,
William "Big ®ill" Oppenheim, one of CGecrdon's lieutenants, was shot and
killed as he entered his apartment in Paterson, New Jersey. On June 12,
1933, Puchalter wss arrested in New York City, charged with consorting with
criminals and according to police records, was asscciated at this timc with
"Trigger Mike" Coppola. -Again Ruchalter was released.

In the meantime, Verne C. tliller, Samuel Schrager and "Bugs"
Siegel were in Chicago.in the Spring of 1933. Schrager waseclose friend
of Buchzlter and Miller and it is szid at onc time Miller and Schrager
werc interested in gambling in Montreal, Canada. As has be:n rlready in-
dicated, underworld rumors have pointad to the importstion of killer to the
New York area to carry on some of the killing 2ctivities of members of the
"Rig Six" Combination, On June 17, 1933, the Kansas City massacrc was por-
petrated and on June 21, 1933, Verne iiller diparteéd for New York from
Chicago, instructing his paramour, Vivian Mathias, to follow him to New
York and go te Puchalter's home, =2ftcr she had left her daughter in Minno—
scta2. These instructions were¢ followed and Vivian mathias was entertsin=d
royally by both Fuchalter anc his wife Betty. Buchalter was thc individual
who would put her in touch with Miller snd arranged for her io reet him at
various times. On July 30, 1933, Auchaltcr joined his wifc Betty and Mil-
ler's paramour at the Sherwood Hotel, RPurlington, Vermont. [During the
evening Miller's paramour, thcen knovm as krs. Allen, vas heard to szy she
had just travrlled some fiftecn hundred miles and later Ruchalter made some
ccmment inquiring as te why somecne did not surrendcr. Durirg the period
that Miller's paramour was in the REast h. made trips to Montreal with BRetty
Buchalter, where they visited numsrous nipht clubs and did considersble
sightseeing around the city.

In the meantime it was ascertained Samuel Schrag:r was wontcd ns
B

2 parole violator and investigation revealed he vas originally released on -~ -

parole from Clinton Prison, November 21, 1925. Subsequently he w2s returned
to Sing Sing as 2 parole violator and re-parcled from that institution on-

October 1, 1929. He absconded from parole¢ sup-rvision and was declared de—
linquent, April 1, 1931, Schrager was reputed to be an important member of
Buchzlter's mnchine.

Little is known of Ruchalter's activities during th» remainder of
the Summer of 1933, ~lthough it is known nn August 31st, Puchalter callad
Dixie Davis,” the attorney, znd asked him to come to his hotel thot night.

On Septemb~r 11, 1933, Fuchalter applied for » possport, statin, he in-
tended to visit France and Czechoslovakia, for his health.
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Buchalter at the time gave his address as thc office of his brother,

*Dr, Emanucl Buchalter, Buchalter saziled on the S/S "lauretania" on
September 22, 1933, proceeding to Carlsbad for treatment of a kidne

L7 0

From London they proceeded by air from the
eBorguet, France,

Croyden Airport to

Returning for the moment to Verne iller, on October 23, 1933,
it was ascertained that Al Silvers alias Al Silverman, a member of the
Zwillman gang, purchased a Ford coupe in New York, which was abandonred
by Miller in Chicago, following his getaway on November 2, 1933. Another
racketecr associated with Buchalter procured an automobile driver's li-
cense for siller. It doveloped that Al Silvers was one of the more
important members of the Zwillman gang and the investigation reflected
that on iay 13, 1932, Silvers was picked up after he left a hotel and a
gun was found in his car. He was acquitted, however, on a charge of
carrying a gun inasmuch as physical possession was not proven. Silvers
was charged in a complaint filed Novermber 6, 1933, with conspiracy to
conceal and harbor a Federal fugitive. However, on November 20, 1933,
his body was found near Somers, Connecticut, draped over a barbed wire
fence, aftcr he had been stabbed seven times in the head, once over the
heart and had been strangled with his ovn necktic and a clothesline which
had been knotted about his neck. He was unclothed but covered by A
bloody blanket: Buchalter adviscd Special Agents of the Federal Rureau
of Investigation on November 28, 1933, that he knew Silvers zs a liguor
operator; that he got along well with all the boys. Buchalter admitted
he was in the State of Connecticut on the weckend of November nineteenth,
at the home of somc respectable people, where he participated in a week-
end pinochlec game.

" At this point Buchalter was advised, ir the presence of his at—
torney, that Verne C. Miller was a fugitive from justice and a warrant was
outstanding for his arrest, whercupon Buchalter said, "llo one will have
anything to do with Miller now! and then added,"If Miller shows up in

-, New York you'll know about it." On the followirg day, Novezber 29, 1933,

Verne Millcr's lifeless body was found in a ditch in Cambridge 2nd Harlow
Streets, Detroit, about cleven miles from the ccnter of the city., He

had been tied very securcly in a jackknife position with his legs drawn
close to his bocy and his arms pulled sccurely to his sides, —Eis body was
 wrapped in two apparently brand new blankets and an automobile robe of
cheap materials. All identification marks had been removed.
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It may well be concludcd that Buchalter was under obligation
to Miller, who did many jobs for his gang in the early part of 1933, by
way of exterminating members of the Waxey Gordon gang. It may also be
observed that the vigorous investigation seeking the apprchension of
Miller and Al Silvers was getting uncomfortably close to Buchalter and
his organization.. It will be recalled that on the afternoon of Novem-
ber 28th, Buchalter admitted that Sammy Schrager was out of the city and he
expected him back in a few days.

Buchalter also related that sometime in 1932 Verre Mller
came to New York City with Gue Winklér and at that time-it *&s his under-
standing that ‘inkler and Miller had some sort of contract with 2 larpe
whiskey distillery, vhereby they were to reccive a certain amount of money
on each case¢ of liquor they could run into this country and Winkler and
Miller had attempted to line up some customers and Buchalter vas instru-—
mental in introdiucing them to certain bootleggers. At that time he knew
Verne Mller's real identity. He also added that he had known Sanmy
Schrager a1l his 1life, having bocn brought up with him., He then wert on
to relate that early in 1933 he had gonc to Los ingeles with Zwillman znd
Ben Kutlow, Later they went to Hot Sprirgs, Arkansas, where ¥ike Ceppola
Joined the party. A few days later, befcre they left Hot Sprirgs, Miller
and his paramour arrived there and remained 12t the hotel and he took care
of their bill. He alsc stated he saw Frank Nash and his wife in Hot
Springs, at the time and admitted attending 3 large dirner party a2t which
Verne Miller ard Frank Nash werc present. While in Hot Springs he met 2
man named "Dutch" but was not certain whether this was "Dutch" Akers, Chief
of Detectives at Hot Springs, who was subsequently convicted. The last
time he saw ¥iller, he claimed, was in February or early ir iarch, 1933,
although it is of course knovn thie is not true, since he saw him in the
summer,

On hovember 6, 1933, Buchalter and Shapiro, 2s previously indicated,
were indicted in the Protective Fur Dressers Corporation cas¢ and the Fur
Dressers Factor Corporation case. It is believed that Buchalter was intro—

-, duced to Verne killer by Benjamin Kutlow, who resided in a penthouse on

Central Park West, New York City, and who travelled around considerably with
Buchalter and Zwillman. On November 22, 1933, Buchalter and Shapiro were

arraigned on their indictments and released on bond., They were surrendéred
at this time by their attorney, J. Arthur Adler ond again Buchalter gave the

»address of his brother, the dentist, as his residernce.

On June 28, 1935, Buchalter, accompanied by his wife and son,
sailed from New York. On August 1st or 2nd of that year newspaper stories
appeared to the effect that Buchalter and Shapiro had left the country in
order to secape the lecal investigation which was then in progress in New
Tork County, On August 12, 1935, the case against the Protective Fur
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Dressers Corporation was called and Attorney J. Arthur Adler apgeared on
behalf of Buchalter, advising he had gone to Europe for his wife's healtnh.,
Shapiro appeared. On September 3, 1935, Buchalter returned to New York
City, along with "Celia", who had accompanied them. It is also knovn
that looney Levy, Joseph Stacher alias "Doc" Rosen and his paranmcur,
Gloria Reynolds, accompanied Buchalter on his trip to Europe in 1935,
Later Betty Buchalter stated her husband went to Carlsbad to take the
necessary baths in cornection with a course of treatments for stemach
ailments, although as already indicated, his attorney had stated that
Buchalter went to Furope for his vife's health,

From October 26, 1936 until November 12, 1936, Puchalter and
Shapiro were or trial, which resulted in their conviction. Cr. November
12th, Buchalter was incarcerated in the Federal House of Detertion at
New York City, along vith Shapiro, Both were released on December 3,
1936, on #10,000 bail. which was put up by Nathan Borish, by Federal
Judge lartir 7. lanton, who has since been convicted. It has been
strongly rumored in this connection that Judge ihnton had been aprreached,
although these rumers have not been definitely established.

From the time that Buchalter beoame a fugitive, along vith
Shapire, extensive investigation vwas conducted. It was believed after
a lapse of a few months, that Buchalier was definitely in hiding and was
not in open cortact with his old associates. This opinion was later borne
out following Buchalter's apprehension, when it was determined that he
had maintaired his fugitive status in Yarnhattar. Follovirg the accidental
killing of Isadore Penn, who resided in the same building with Philip
Orslovsky, considerable pressure was brought to bear in New York City
and irrumeratble statements appeared in the press to the effect rhat
Buchalter was gradually seeking to exterminate all witnesses who could
appear ‘against him. It can now be revealed that the Federal Rureau of
Investigation, fearing this, had affidavits taken from some of the wit—
nesses, in the presence of a Federal District Judge,, and their statements
recorded by sound movies. The New York authorities, issued a %25,000
reward for Buchalter "dead or alive". TiLe extensive investigatien vhich
had been laurched by Special Agents of the FBI throughout the Nation began
to bear fruit. As the old ccntacts of Buchalter and Shapiro vere established
and the details of their relationships ascertained, the timé had arrived
" to take some action.. A Federal Grand "Jury in New York City was summened.
Subpoeras were served by FBI Agents cr *he big shot racketeers in variocus
sections of the U, S., summonirg the: to =ppear before the Grand Jury, All
of these individuals were definitely knovm to have been associated with
Buchalter ard Shapirc or to have been well acquainted with them. 1In the
parlance of the underworld, "The heat was on." They faced the Grand Jury
with the realization that the FBI Agents knew in detail their activities
and were confronted with one of two rossibilities, either telling the
truth or refusing to answer questions. Ore of the individuals lamented
his plight to a Special Agent, stating "If you fellows keep this up you
are going to ruin the entire United States, " meaning that once the orerations

’
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of these individuals were brought out into the open they could no longer
Successfully continue their nefarious activities which flourished in
darkness. Up to this point they had depended upor corrupt political
domination and alliances in their local communities for protection, and
now they were facing a greater pover than theirs, a power which the greedy
local politicians could not move or suppress. At the beginning of the
Grand Jury numerous efforts were made through various channels to persuade
the FBI to lessen thc pressure that was being brought to bear and when

all of this failed, negotiations for the admission of defeat and the
Surrender of Buchalter were advanced,.

The Federal Grand Jury which met at New York City in the
Summer of 1939, studied in detail methods of operation of Ruchalter and

Shapiro, {&hﬁ E-Ralolgh —danuwfactyrine Company we zed
and_the > 2IT€T having consldereu=the—Latos,—immediatsIy Toturned
indic] ts ol d N .

CIETS  Or-the—Ratesph-Yarm Pttt O e
-5 5

Co ith. 3 i In the meantime underworld
associates who were being forced to appear before the Grand Jury became
insistent in making overtures to representatives of the FBI, and following
a Sunday evening broadcast by AMr. Walter Winchell, at which time MNr.
Winchell was authorized by the Director of the FEI, to publicly state that
Buchalter's civil rights would be respected and maintained should he
surrender, a series of nerve-racking negotiatiors began. Telephone calls
were received, asking carefully worded questions as to the outcome of the
proceedings against Buchalter. After several days, the Director of the
Federal Bureau cf Investigation issued an ultimatuz that no further
consideration would be given Ruchalter unless he surrendered by 4 P. M.,
on August 24, 1939. Then came another phone call, instructing that the
intermediary, Walter Winchell, "drive up to Proctor's Theatre in Yonkers",
Before ‘reachirg the theatre a car loaded with strangers drew alongside the
automobile driven by Walter Winchell., One of the men got out, holding a
handkerchief over his face, and instructed Vinchell to go to the drugstore
on the corner of 19th Street and 8th Avenue; to enter one of the phone
booths' and about nine o'clock someone would come up to him arnd tell him
where to notify the G-Men to meet him,. Promptly at nine o'clock an individual
approached ard stated, "go back in there and‘}ell Hoover to be at 28th
Street on 5th Avenue between 10:10 and 10:20,
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In accordance with thc representations which had been made, the
Director, unaccompanied, kept the rendezvous. At 10:17 the search ended
when "Lepke", wearing dark glasscs, disguised with a mustache, kept his
word. Although a little excited, he seemed arxious to talk, to talk to
Someone new, after being in thc shadows for over two years, probably with
many other hunted men. He immediately threw away his glasses, stating,
"I don't need them any more" and then addod, "I would like to seé my
wife &nd kid, please". His wishes were acceded to. The man hunt which
extended from coast to coast and across the seas, had come to an end, znd
with it, it is hoped, the terror that stalked through the Kast Side of ian—
hattan for years.,

Buchalter had closely observed proceedings which were instituted
against his associates of many years, Shapiro, who on June 17, 1938, was
scntenced to serve three additional years and pay a 315,000 fine in the
Federal District Court for the Southcrn District of New York, in connec—
tion with the indictment returred against him as a result of his activities
in the Fur Dressers Factor Corporation case.

The physical description of Buchalter is as follows:
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Name;

Age:

Heights
Weight:
Build:
Hair:

Eyes:
Complexion:
Teeth:

Mustache:
Nationality:
Lducation:
Scars:

Personal charac-
teristics:
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Louis Buchalter, aliases:
"Lepke'; Louis Buckhousc;
Louis Buckhalter; Louis Kawer;
Louis Cohen; Louis Euckalter;
Louis Kauvar; Louis Buchholtz;
Louis lauvar; Louis Saffer; Louis
Kauver; "Lepky"; ®Lefky"; "Sefky";
Murphy; "Schnozzle"; Lou Brodsky;
Judge Lewis; "Judge"; "The Judge";
"Judge Louie"; Judge Brodsky;
Louis Brodsky.
42, born February 12, 1897, in
New York City.
5! 53 ~ 5t 7"
160
Medium heavy
Dark brown, possibly graying at
temples
Brovm
Darik
Removable bridge of five tecth,
upper right; fixed bridge of one
tooth, lower right; fixed bridge
of onz or two tecth, lower left
Years one cccasionally
American - Jewish extraction
Grammar school
Appendectomy scar
Nose large, rather straight and blunt:
ears prominent; cyes alert and shifty
has habtit of passing change from one
hand to another; believed to wear
yellow gold ring on small finger of
left hand, sset with large "cat's-
cye" stone, palish blue in color,
somewhat similar to a star saprhire;
believed to wear very expcnsive
flashy yellow gold pocket watch
set with emeralds ard rubies, having
attached yzllow gold chain studded
with similar stones — usually carried
in one of lower vest pockets and -
chain extends diagonally from watch
pocket to one of upper vest pockets;
said to have the habit of looking
at his watch every five minutes or so
and toying with the chain, Habitual-
ly vears snap brim felt hat directly
in center of his head so the turned
down brim will tend to offsct length
of his nose. .
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vhethor ony ncs ber of his crew is ic cntw"l 17
in rcport of Smcicl saont
Janucry 19, 1939,

WAl

o s requeste

Ini~nn s fnted

and not coplotel
under New York

(1)

reside:s

at Hattiesbur:, ississi )pi vill enilenver te lecate
LiN SCETLIK throu_h the I. C. 1»\111‘0"( W1 1t Depit, to “cteriine

TIVC B{I(‘YJ ALT Pre

In"innnp-lis, A v

NE” YORK OXFICT

111 complete the followins New York C ty srexer leads

vhich have be:n jrevicusly sct cut in the report of Losent }J?C
Now York City, dated Octeber 11, 1938, The Mew York out-si-towm

leads, which have beun previ \uoly set osut in this roference ressrt

as yet, will be repented later in this renort

-rut—_vf—tm.n lcods:

"111 kecpn in contact irith the fellevdn suxrintencdents
of buil-inzs, ot twhich ploces voarious relatives of u:—‘.tl‘lc RUCIL.LTER

(b)

161 “st 75th Stroct, Jpertuent ub, vhich
is veeupic:t by lr. and irs. B, J. L 0835
Supirintenent JOHE TILKINS hes bwn con—
toeted in the past concernin s tnese FeTSCns,

110 “ust ooth Strect, apertinent 124, which

is oecusic by D, FIOMEBL RUCK.LLITD

brether of fu 4tive RUCILLIE:. Supcrintenc‘.ent
CilIES 10T TUAN has been contecte” in the
nast concernin- this natter,

324 Roebling Stract, Brooklyn, N.Y., an office
neintaine? by DL, ENLMUEL BUCHILTR , a2t which
place "TLLL. SE3K0 is -the supcrintentent,

175 “lest 93rcd Strect, where PHIL K.UVEL, the
half-brother of BUC...LTL‘TL, resices,. ROBELT
E. SCHUBELT is thc supcrintenent at this
apartrient,.

—60—~



. (e) 375 “lest End fvenue, ot which address
BETTY BUCELLTZR, the yife of fu :itive
LOUL3 BUCKALT.E, and b7C
reside,  FRRITZ JOIRSOL, tne superinvendent
of this cpartuent building , has Leen con-
treted in tue past rolative to tie BUCARLTER
faily.

(f) Betncon Fotel, 75th Street and Broaduc
whicl S TTtS. S\HAH 0SS

& mi 1S, FOSE PICIALTRR, the

7 er, nizce ond mother respoctively

o furitive RUCFALTD:, roside. lat. H, G. YURDIE,

hotel mrnnzer, hns beon cont-eted previously,

A

(2) Y1ll establish confidentinl cont~cts ot thc folloving
addresses accupied by rolatives of furitive EILUAITCH, so that the
o me

Burceu cnn be approprictoelr advised in the cvent EUCY.LYZ: sheuld
malze his aprecrance ot thesc ploece or in thz cvert ~“ny norvirent
informrtion of value is obtrined conccerning hin:

(2) 218-220 Tast 155th Strect, Tronx, !.Y.C.,
to which adiress !r. and irs. JICaEA B
JUBETTER have rceently moved,

(b) 57 Vst 57th Strect, jow York City, on
office meintnined by DR. EILNUDL SUCILLTER,

(c) 947 ilont_oacry Strect, Brooklm, ipartmcnt
L2F, vhilch is ocoujioe oy SSinn._ pdliaaiaie,
fuzitive's brothur.

‘

.

() Horverd D Conpiy, 4239 Bronluny, v
York City, ot w nici place 1SILOUE BUCH.LTLE
is cuployed,

T T H(€) -260-West 35tk Strect, the adéress of the S

CITY CLGIERS CGIFONATION, in vhich place
FATLIP KMUVEL is intorested and criployed.

(3) ' Till interviewr the followins relatives orf fusitive
BUCE LT.Zl, informntion concerning vhon, ns w¢ll s the results of

previous interviews conducted with those ~rsons, is rcported in -
the report of Snccial igent d‘ﬂcw York City, October 11, \}) 7C.
1938:
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(b)

(e)

(£)

(&)

(h)

BETTY PUCHALTT:;, 375 est End [venues

DR, EiAMNULL FUCHALTER, 110 Vest 86th Strect 5
Lipertment 124, It is also cecrmed Cesirable

to interview MRS, LIZNUZL BUCHLLTOR. In
conducting this interview with IR, BUCHLLTIR 4
will 2lso question him alon; the lines sug-
gested by the Bureau in Burcau letter doted
January 10, 1939 rclative to the insuronce
policy upon the life of his brothcr, the
proemiums of which are being prid by hin, Dr,
EL.NUCL BUCH.LTE!, and also in conncction with
the natter of obtrining a dent~l chart of the
tecth of his brother, fusitive LOUIS BUCH.LTL:.

PATL JAUVEL., 175 'iust 93rd Strect, tic holf-
brothor of W[ZPHLU, his wifc si.oula clso be
intervicied,

ISTP0.E BUCHLLTE?, full btrother of "LLPYY,
¥ho resicdes ot G647 sfontonery Street, Brooklym,
K.Ye, Aprrtacnt 12F, « nvis cniployed ot the
HERVIGD DicUS COVBLNY, 4239 Broacwny, Fow York

» » . . ’ - , >
City: His vifc¢ should ~lso be intervigred,

JaCK BUCI/.LTER, half-brother: of fugitive, vho
resices °t 359 Povers Averme, Dronx, LY,
MRS, JiCY BUCH.LTI: should olso be interviewved,

MRS, JAROF (SOPHIZ) BILTCHICK, thc holf-sister
of Fugitive BUCF.LTL:. It is cdecmed adviscble
also to interview iRS., BILTCHICK!'S husband in
conncction with this notter,

HAS. NATHARIEL (S.izH) BLUM, 601 licst 70th
Strect; ‘partment 3C, who is the holf-sister
of fugitive BUCH.LTE:R. IR. NATH.NIEL BLUK
should 2lso be intcrviewed in this connccetion.,

RIS, LEqH BUCH.LTE: LEVY, 2733 Horris Avenue,

Bronx, N.Y., ipcrtment 34, the h2lf-sister of

fuzitive. IMS, LEVY'S husband sheuld 2lso be

interviewed, his nnme being BaWJi I » he being
crployed ot the Gerneral Post Office.

—62~
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(i) IWS. UAXVELL (CINNIE %LUVER) 1'01:8E, "Iklls ton
Apertncnts, 161 “iest 75th Strest, vho is the
helf-sistor of fusitive BICFALTER. 1%, JLXVELL
IORSE should zlso be interviewed. '

(3) ims. s FIN'ZEL, thc rc~1 mother of BETTY
BUCH.LTER, information concerning whon is

Y c above niecntiones report of

In this respect it is reported bq -
1ve of the report of Specinl igent-” :
New York City, dated liarch 24,

iol. suricl A1841) thot BITTY BUCH.LTIR
called S.H FINIEL of 1154 Collcge Lvenue,
telepnone Jorome 7-5311. It is thousht this
uey be the ster—father of BEVTY BUCH.LTT..
It has beun ascortiined that 155, FINKEL row
resides at Newburgh, LY., where her husband
opcrotes o junk yard,

(4)* A1l intervicw FRIDD. ZUCKE, who is preacntly residing
with hor mother ~t 3C7 Storling avenug, Brooklyn, it beins noted that
she is the sister of (5. LiLiiUsL BUCH.LTZ, with whom siic ii2s corrcs-
ponced,  FulBD. ZUCK hnd been jreviously interviowes in Califernia

auring 1934, this dintorview bein- reported on s226s tirce and four of
the report of Specinl ;‘Lgunt'* los izeles, California, LI‘ZC/
]
'~ L]

Anted oy 2, 1638 (N.Y. scrinl i

(5) i1l contact Iir. DANZICER of the Renk of Yorktowm, =2s
to the benk ~ccounts meintnined by PEILIP ©/IVE: ~nf the CITY c.mIms

CORPORATION, of which orgenizotion YAUVE: is treesurcr, it being noted
in report of Specinl Agent

. _ Newr York City, dated b 7C/
Jonuery 25, 1938 (N.Y. scrial ff s thav Lr, DINZIGI. vwias nemed by
- KLUVER as a reference at the time he applied for rental of his ‘

(6)* Vill interview SIDNEY FILLIIN, head of the inelganoted
Clothinsz Yorkers Union, for information concerning BUCKLLTE:!'S nc—
tivitics and his knovwledge concerning the possible location of this
fugitive. It has been reported fron time to time thot HILLIL.N vas
very close to BUCHALTE. end SHALPTIO. In this comncction, on mges
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urton Turkus concedes; now, that Lepke haffled him. He says he came to
know, as onc by one he sent members offMurder Inc. to the death house,
that they were alike in at least one respect. HESays, They all had killers’
eyes.”” He noticed this in Abe (*'’Kid Twist'") Reles, the informer who ad-
mitted casually on the witness stand that he had destroyed 11 men with gun,
‘knife and fire. He saw it in Allie Tanncnbaum, the second informer, who had
admitted personal part in six murders; in Seymour (*'Bluc Jaw™) Magoon,
iwho took part in as many before he became a state witness against the mob.
"The look was in *‘Happy'* Maione's eyes, in “Dasher™ Abbcn;lando s, in
‘Mendy Weiss's, in Louis Capone’s, even in Sholem Bernstein’s, and Bernstein
‘is only a “stoolic," a self-labeled *‘rat,” or gang sciucalcr.
Killer eyes, Prosccutor Turkus came to know, are something you can
.dramatize for a jury. You point them out to jurors and pretty soon they sce it.
It is the unmistakable mark of the beast. Mr. Turkus proceeded happily on
this theory and gloated inwardly as each new batch of Murder Inc. defendants
came up for trial. He says, ‘I got the feeling that the theory was perfect, and
it held up in every case—until I turned, one morning in the trial room, and
lookcd into Lepke’ s cycs." The prosecutor was actually startled by what he
saw. "It jarred me,"" he confi
[ .. . - ?Lepke—who was bom Louis"Buchalter—has warm, soft brown eyes. They M3
“=-'“~"ar¢ inordinately large. Lz ¢ a deer's, or a fawn’ s," Mr, Turkus tells you,tfz t F E
‘with something like awe. ‘“They never hardened.’* The gazelle eyes made no S
sense to the prosecutor. They dispelled a theory, for Lepke was the boss a/af)y
killer. As head of Murder Inc., or the Combination as its own members called / / 4
'it, he had ordered the death of anywhere from 6o to 8o men. By all standards
his eyes should have been like Jack Diamond’s, Vincent Coll’s, “Lucky™
Luciano’s, Al Capone’s. Psychiatrists who have examined L'cpkc since Mr. .
.Turkus senc him to the Sing Sing Prison death house have mctcly affirmed /:—(/W

Ithat Lepke is different from all these.
¢ They found no mental twist, nothing psychotic in his make-up. He seemed -
i 'always affable under examination, his mind crystal clear. They were a little ‘ )

e e

(S

L ‘puzzled, as Mr. Turkus had becn, by chkc s curious blandness, his seeming’

i humility. **The man is actually diffident,”” one psychiatrist noted in bewil-
derment. If there were any deviations from normal in Lepke, they were not
apparent and exhaustive interviews, fitted with the cleverest oral bait, failed

to bring them to the surface. There was one possible flaw, not too pro-’ -
- nounced. Lepke seemed shy and embarrassed when the probcrs asked about .

‘his sex life. He was uncasy through this phase of examination. Incidentally,

‘he has no children except an adopted son, offspring of his wife’s first marriage.

! If Sing Sing Prison’s head kecper walks Lepke from his cell in‘the harshly « 10

hghtcd west wing death house to prepare him for the electfic chair, Prose-

tcutor Turkus will have achieved what no other American prosecutor can. IN

ic:laum-—tku: death penalty for top man in 2 murder mob. Jack (**Legs’") Dia- ) QD Y

‘mond, Arthur (‘‘Dutch Schulez’") Flegenheimer, Vannic Higgins, Vincent ,;; & 6

-Coll, *‘Babyface’ Nelson, Frankie Uale, John Dillinger and a dozen other

-mob bosses died with their boots on. Al Capone, ‘“Waxey'® Gordon and’ B/ U*‘ / 5' QZ

; Lucky Luciano went to prison, but only on comparatively piddling charges. ‘ vo-

Lepke, though, has been brought to book as a boss murder, man should be

¢ —for 'murder. This scems strange, in a way. The littlc maa Wiih “he deat's 7 A?R ~Q 1,%4,&

"eyes outclassed all the others in sheer criminal genius. The others were com-

"parative dolts when it came to mob organization. They rose to power by

forcc He combined brains with force. Yet with all these things, they frus-

\ | tratedxhe law and he did not. SR

\ I.epke, specialized in union rackets : )' Y
le controlled more industries and had a firmer grip on more labor

Igz {acions than any other racketeer of our time. Federal and mynicipal

_investigators figure he manipulated, all*told, some 250 criminal Ventures Seel yrs

" .ancously, kept dn cye om at least 300 straw bosses, a corps of account= T
'nd bookkeepers and on a staff of irresponsjble triggermen, strongarms

trial saboteurs. He disliked reckless shootings, stabbings and othc
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Lepke’s eyes are noching ac all Jike the characreristic hard and shifty “killer’s eyes™ of most
trigger men. They sre warm, brown and docile, seem to hold no fires of fury or hate or violence.

Lepke's codefendants, Louis Capone and Mendy Weiss, weat to the Sing Sing death house more
thaa two years ago for murder of Joe Rosen. They have been waiting there for Lepke ever since.

i
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: ! - Nothing bothered “Judge
w

Abs (“Kid Twist”) Reles, afeer furning statc's witness o save his own skin, killed
himself by jumpiag from a window of the Half Moon Hotel in Coney Island in 1941,

LEPKE (continoea) a

old. Lepke is extremely fond of the boy and carries his photograph
inside the back cover of his diamond-studded platinum wacch, Mrs,
Buchalter likes night clubs and gaiety, but her husband preferred’
quict—a book or 2 magazine, an occasional game of golf, sometimes
a bit of pinochle. He never drank to excess. He liked Miami 2nd be-
fore the war occasionally went abroad.

All through the Prohibition era, when the blustery beer barons
were whooping things up and getting their names in the public
prints, Lepke kept building his rackets apace but shrank from the
limelight. When he was brought in for the Little Augic murder he
was booked as Louis Buckhaus and newspapers referred to him by
that name for the next five or six years. Comparatively few, cven in
New York City, knew he was one of the so~called Big Five of New
York’s underworld. There was sinister magic in the name Lepke
only among his shivering victims and among the disloyal in his
cabinet. Lepke had figured out, soon after he put his pet theories

into practice, that **Where there are no wi tnesses, there are no indice=""

ments.” When investigations threatened he sent possible witnesses
far out of the jurisdiction and supplied them with funds. If they
came back they were “hir.” e

The police were aware of Lepke's dark power, but since he neither
did his own killing nor rook part in maghem and slugging expedi-
tions but merely delegated them to th proper departments in his
organization, the detectives could never pin a charge against him.
One day in June 1933 he and "Trigger Mike"* Coppola were arrested
in a handsome flat on the thirteenth floor of a rather snooty apart-
ment house in East 68th Street. Dertectives searching the place found
closets crammed wich expensive but conservative clothes, a rather
elaborate collection of golf equipment but no weapons. There were
‘o guns because Lepke has always been careful to move without one.
The only charge the police could make against The Judge was va-
grancy, but he had $8co in cash in his pockets and the charge was
thin, They turned him loosc on courr order. :

Duteh got ‘li by Bug and Piggy

Early.in his major ventures, Lepke had established close business

'rcla.timship with Lucky Luciago. They loaned gunmen 1o one
_another. When Lucky decided, for.example, that Dutch Schultz was

getting to be 2 nuisance, he borrowed some of Lepke's guns to
liquidate Dutch. Charlie (“The Bug™) Workman, Meady Weiss and

. 4 man named Piggy did the job. Piggy, 4incidentally, -weat cold on

the assignment at the lase minute, bue The Bug pur a gun to him and
Duith and cthree of his aides dicd in an East Park Streer tavern the
night of Oct. 23, 1935 at To;30 p.m. The Bug gnt“Bhe Dutchman,
Abut Mendy Weiss claimed-eQis hit. Lepke cold} Y. warned both co stop
quarreling about it. They did, right away. oL

" Lpuie until Gove nor Lehman ap-
pointed Thomas Dewey in 1935 %o’ uproot New Yorlk Gity-rackees
4ud sackeiezs This nlove gave \nirrah Jakeana LEPRE « Inlly laugh
av drst. “"That boy scout, " they said. *'He'll get somewhere like 2
duck hitched to a post.” Mr. Dewey set Lepke, Gurrah Jake and
Lucky Luciano at the top of his list. He started digging scared and
reluctant witnesses from among the hordes who were enslaved by
Lepke in the industrial rackets. Lepke got nervous. Gurrah Jake was

. " for Dewey's assassination, but Lepke knew what would happen even

if it could be done. “We’ll have the whole world around our cars,”
be prophesied gloomily. “That's-no good.™

Igr 11;37, chkc and Gurral Jake were indicted in the Federal
Court in Manhattan for viclacion of the a’htiiru.f,t laws in connection
with their racketeering in the rabbit fur-dressing industry and for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 82
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LEPKE (continued)

violation of the narcotics law. By this time, Lepke had scattered
possible Dewey witnesses far and wide across the country and was
maintaining them-in their hide-outs. Lepke, Gurrah Jake and Max
Silverman, their straw boss in the bakery racket, were also indicted
for extortion. Lepke and Gurrah Jake fled, and from his hiding place
Lepke ordered the destruction of key witnesses. Murder Inc. had
seen 2 lot of men die, but not as fast as they did during this period.
Supremg Court Justice Ferdinand Pecora, who had been designated
to hear the cases, was horrified.

The underworld stood by Lepke for 21 months. One of the Italian
gang leaders in Brooklyn hid him for a while in the Oriental Dance
Hall in Coney Island. This hideout was uncomfortable. Kid Twisc
found a Brooklyn waterfront flat, run by a red-haired virago, and
Lepke boarded there a2 while. He grew a full mustache and wore dark
glasses. He still collected from many of his labor victims and still
drew heavy carnings from the Raleigh Manufacturing Corp., a cloth-
ing firm with offices at 200 Fifth Avenue and a factory in Baltimore,
which he controlled. :

When the waterfront flat grew tiresome, Lepke moved to an apart-
ment in a large house on Foster Avenue in the Flatbush district in
Brooklyn. Here he was the “‘paralyzed husband’” of a Mrs, Walker,
who had a 1g-year-old son. When anyone knocked at the door,

_Lepke would let his arms go limp and would assume a paralytic pose
in his armchair by the fire-escape window. Here he received Kid
Twist and his other agents, directed his multitudinous affairs, or-
dered the dispatch of men who might get to Mr. Dewey or to the
federal authorities. The victims were stabbed with ice picks, shot
and dropped into Catskill streams. One was throttled and burned in
a Brooklyn lot. Lepke's own men were terrified. They watched each
other warily.

Trigger fingers sometimes slipped

Max Rubin, who had been a Lepke straw boss in the garment cen-
ter, was shot in the neck one night on Gunhill Road in the Bronx
after he had appeared before Mr. Dewey. The marksmanship was
:bad, and Rubin survived to be the most damaging witness against
Lepke at trials later. In their zeal to fulfil Judge Louie's orders, the
Lepke gunmen accidentally murdered Irving Penn, an innocent music
publisher. They mistook him for Phil Orlovsky, a poteatial witness
against Lepke. This added to public indignation. The city of New
York put a $25,000 reward on Lepke's head. The federal government
previously had offered $5,000.

Finally, word came to Brooklyn from J. Edgar Hoover's office that
if Lepke was not turned over within 72 hours, a host of FBI men
would be turned loose on the borough and a merciless campaign
would be started against all the mobs, Lepke’s as well as others’.
One of the big Italian gang bosses knew that this meant business.
He passed the word to Lepke and a plan for surrender was worked
out.. A little after 10 o’clock the night of Aug. 24, 1939 Lepke got
out of an automobile on Fifrh Avenne atr 28th Streer, still wear-
ing the dark glasses and i maustache. He was somewhat heavier
than when he had gone into hiding, Waiting for him in a sedan was
the columnist, Walter Winchell, chosen intermediary in the surren-
der. Winchell spoke to a heavy-set man, wearing dark glasses like

ke’s, sitting déep in the tonneau.

#le said, ““Mr. Hoover, this is Lepke.”

Lepke removed his own glasses, dashed them on the pavement.

“‘How do you do?"* he said politely. ‘Glad to meet you. Let’s go.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 95
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L EP K E (continued)

Ox Jan. 2, 1940, Lepke was convicted in the Federal Court in Man- i
hattan on the an' itrusé Jaw violations and was sentenced to 14 years
in Leavenworth. ; forenight later in General Sessions Court in New
York City he was “onvicted:on. 36 extortion counts and was sen-
tenced to serve from "0 years to dife inscate's prison as a fourth felony
offender. The federa! ‘autherities climed prior righe to his person
e i Kgavenworth, Gurrahf}akc hag sur- "
rendered to the fed.raf ‘authonjues in the s ring of 1938 and wag 1
serving time in the fed.ral penitengiary in Wxsconsin. : . make War t' m e

Meanwhile, thougl, William O'Dwyer, Brooklyn's district attor-
ney, had taken oifice, M grabbed Reles, Tannenbaum, Magoon,
Strauss, Maione, Ab tangy, “'Buggsy"’ Goldstein, Louis Capone,
Vito Gurino, Meady Weigf *‘Dike' Maffetores—~all gunmen-in
Lepke's empioy. He appddnred Turkus to break them, and Tuckus

did \Reles; Taanenbavm and Magoon told the full inside story of G"‘“f“ wartime service records
Lepke Wsurder organization. Their testimony sent Maione and sre being chalked up by Roadmaster
Abbandantlp 1o the eléceric chair for the murder of George Rudnick, -Bicycles~you'll find them on, stren.
who had tmned sraolic against the Lepke Combination. Later their uQus, active duty in stmy camps, on
testimony senc Buggsy Goldsiein and Strauss to the chair for the delivery work and transporting
matrder and burning of “Puggy" Feinstein, another member of Mar- ’ war-workers and school children,
der Tpe. who had weakened and endangered Boss Lepke. ROADMASTERS thrive on. hard

+TRE strain was too much forKid Twist. He had pretended he had
" 80 remarse over sending his fellow mea-at-arms to the death house,
--He hagd kept up his Waggery—throwing wet toilet paper wads at

usage —their electronically welded,
100% stronger frames can take it,

yetectives assigned to guard him in the Hotcl Half Moon in Coney After the ar, you will want & Road-
Isdand; cscaping from them and calling them from 2 telephone in the master, the bicycle of greater strength,
Iobhy —but carly on the moraing of Nov. 12, 1941 he was found dead ‘modern design and finer appoint.
« 1 the ground outside the hotel. He had gone out the window., This meats. BUY A BOND TODAY...
oews got to Sing Sing Prison by criminal grapevine with incredible Buy a Roadmaster after the war.
speed. Inmates who had known Kid Twist gloated at his death Pros- S .

cgcxtot Turkus heard that someone in the dgczth house had remarked THE CLEVELAND WELDING Company
bitterly, ““There's one canary who found out he could sing but Wek TI7th Siraot ot Berea Rood » Cloveland 7, id

couldn’t fly." A €anary, in undetworld parlance, is any informer who
“'sings,"” or squeals, on his mates. .
On Oct. 20, 1941 Prosecuror Turkus opened his case in Kings
County Coure in Brooklyn before Judge Franklia Taylor, against
~ Louis Capone,\Mendy Weiss and Louis Buchalter, charged with firsc

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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LEPKE (oontinved)

late at nighs. Finally the car stopped at a curb somewhere around
15oth Sercet. .

““It was raioing pitchforks, coming down in corrents,” Rubin
testified.

““When the car stopped,”” Mr. Turkus wanted to know, ‘‘did you
see somebody?”

. *“Lepke.”

Lepke was huddled under 2 dripping awning before 2 darkened
store. Rubin walked over to him, aware of something sinister in the-
cold, unmoving form.

**Lepke wanted to know why I came back again. He asked me how
old I was. I said I was 48. That was my age at tha time. Lepke said,
“That'saripeage.”” . -

Ripe enough, apparently. A few nights later one of Lepke's gun-

, urying to kill Rubin, put into his meck the slug that now causes

“Rubin ro walk with his head on one side.

Allic Tannenbaum, skinny, slant-eyed, almost Japanese in facial
contour, confirmed Rubin's testimony. He had heard Lepke say of
Rosen, “"There is one sonofabitch will never go downtown.'” Tag-
nenbaum told how Mendy Weiss had boasted of the Roscn killing,
had described how he murdered Rosen and how the sadistic 'Pitts-
burgh Phil’* Strauss took unnecessary pot shots at the body. Lepke,
Tannenbaen told che jury, secmed unmoved when he heard this. His
reaction was, ' What's the difference as long as everyone is clean and
got away all righe?”’ . .

When Judge Taylor passed the death seatence, Lepke's soft brown
eyes didn't change or harden. He heard the court solemaly pro-
sounce that he, Weiss and Capone were to be delivered to Sing Sing
*there to suffer death by exccution during the week of Jan. 4, 1942
He mopped at his tanned face with 2 soiled handkerchief but the
blandness never altered. His tongue wotked bricfly inside one cheek
and his fingers teased, chat was all. :

Capone and Weiss were delivered to the cast wing death hiouse soon
afcerward. Lepke was taken back to Leaveoworth Penitentiary, still
a federal charge. A few weeks ago, though, Attorey General Biddle
turned him over to New York Statc. He was driven to the prison
under heavy guard. He was placed ia the first cell to the right as you
cnter the west wing. He was docile then. He has been docile ever
since—docile, with the same peculiar diffidence that so startled
Prosecutor Turkus when he first became aware of it. Death-house
keepers haven't been able to make him out. When other condemned
men shout and call hoarsely to one another, Lepke is silent, still the
extraordinaty lirtle man with the decr eyes who docsa't like to talk.

New York’s capiéa,! in Albany Febl, Gom e D:wq

" his dispute with the federal a1 6 ey
ded that Presideot B gowr.nm‘mgaux‘w

tendesed to New Yark géxuél The U. S, Govcmmen: :
sout 2 guarsntee charfieivould be executed. Some ob-

ation was afeaid Lepke might esrn clemedcy by con- ) t
. g

soosevelt-supporting labor leaders, On Jaa: 21 Le ’
I.f h; ia aqt exccuted, che state muse r:tnm’:hn tcl:’;c Uw;‘
priority on Lepke dead; the U. S Governmest on Lepke alive:

for Lepke, Weiss and Capone, whéec excc YR

ORI
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Memorandum

YOC.

o DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 7/11/66 i}u
FR°M\‘" A SAC, PORTLAND (62-0) [, &
) —~ - @
sun;écr: Y (=]
1OUIS (LEPKE) BUCHALTER o~

MISCELLANEOUS L

AUSA JACK G. COLLINS, Portland, Oregon, is trying ?; f_qﬁ

an IRS case in about 30 days from date, The subject is a tmrs
confidence man who has defrauded a number of people by .
claiming to know where LOUIS (LEPKE) BUCHALTER buried a large

sum-of money on the Oregon Coast.

- . LOUIS (LEPKE) BUCHALTER was a member of 'Murder
Incorporated" in New York who was prosecuted and convicted by
then District Attorney THOMAS E, DEWEY during the 1930s.
AUSA.COLLINS suspects that his subject knows nothlng about

BUCHALTER except what he has read in crime magazines.
COLLINS thinks it would be helpful if he could have considerable
background information concerning BUCHALTER to use in cross

examining his subject.

REQUEST OF BUREAU

If it can be done without too much work, recommend
that a summary of background information concerning BUCHALTER __
be furnished to Portland for delivery toAUSA COLLINS, who /o

Pt

is Chief Assistant USA here and very helpful to ussg.

. 23Bureau (AM)
“~Yportland

&N 8

S

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan Sect. fod
SET ¥
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NAME CHECK

SAC, Pbr d (62-0) July 21, 17383

~

Direé%or FBI @0 /50/ 913 &9 ~.

LOUIS (LEPKE) BUCHALTER

MISCELLANEOUS.
; Subject was a prominent mewber of Murder incorgoruted

during his lifetime and received voluminous publicity.

Apy information in Bureau files concerning hin
which could be released has previously undoubtedly appeared
in the public press and would be available to the subject

being prosecuted.

In an effort to be of some assistance to
AUSA Collins, there are enclosed tvo copies of a brief
sumnary concerning Buchalter, a copy of which may be given
to r. Collins. BHe shoilld be advised that ths FBI should
not be revealed as the source of this information.

It is noted relet did not set forth the name of
the subject of the Internal Revenue Service prosecution.
It is possible Bufiles may contain pertinsnt information
concerning him vhich would be of assistance to Mr. Collins,
- .In the event Mr. Collins desires a review of Bufiles,
T concerning the subject of prosecution, advise the Bureau,
3 attention, Name Check Section, giving complete identifyi
2 z; data concerning him, _

NOTE SAC, Portland advised that Chief AUSA Collins who has

been very helpful to: the.Portland Cifice, wiil Le trying an
s —— Internal Revenue case in approximately 30 days. His subject
Mobs —————— (unidentified) is a confidence man who has defrauded a number
cap—_ of people by claiming to know where Louis (Lepke) Buchalter
Callshan ———  buried a large sum of money in Oregon. AUSA Collins believes

Contad ————

Ft——— subject's knowledge of Buchalter is limited to what he has read
Gele q?n crime magaz1nes and desired background information concerning

0RUET e

Sullivan —————
Note con

Tavel —————
Trotter
Tele, Room ———

Halmes ————

Gandy —m—————

MAIL ROOM

pE unir ] - . Seéf /03



Louis (Lepke) Buchalter

/
Buchalter to use in cross examining his subject.

Enclosure is a blank memorandum giving background
and brief summary of the criminal career of Buchalter, who
was a member of "Murder Incorporated" who died in the electric
chair in March, 1944 i S joinally prepared
in 1955 for forme and was one
of several memorand: repar n v - wn criminals., It is
believed the enclosure should be furnished to AUSA Collins for
his assistance as recommended by SAC, Portland.

:

Taz 79,
i 2
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July 19, 1966

MEMORANDUM

RE: LOUIS "LEPKE" BUCHALTER, with allases

BACKGROUND :

Louis "Lepke' Buchalter was born in New York City
on February 6, 1897, the son of Barnett Buchalter, who had come to
America from Russia and operated a hardware shop on the lower
Eagt Side of New York City. His mother was refined and well
educated, and one sister was a school teacher. His brothers .
included a dentist and a rabbi. In his youth, Buchalter attended
the public achools and assisted his father in the operation of
the hardware store until his father's death in 1909. Later,
the family moved to Brooklyn. After completing grade school
in 1910, Buchalter obtained employment as & salesman for a concern
engaged in distributing theatrical goods.

CRIMINAL CAREER:

Buchalter was first arrested on September 2, 1915, on
a charge of burglary. Released by the grand Jjury, he was next ar-
rested in January, 1916, on a similar charge, but he was again
released. His first real brush with law enforcement came the
following month, when he was arrested at Bridgeport, Connecticut,
charged with the theft of a grip from an automobile. Following
his conviction, he was sentenced to the Connesticut Reformatory
&t Cheshire, Connecticut, where he was received in May, 1916.

Por the next dozen years Buchalter was in and out of
prison on numerous occasions, being arrested on charges including:
burglary, armed robbery, grand larseny and consorting with
oriminals. During this time, be became closely associated
with Jacob Shapiro, and the notorious careers of the two were
closely allied thereafter.

: During the early 1930's, Buchalter and Shapivs tucned

e to the lucrative rackets which were plaguing the entire New York
v ——— apea, In the years that followed, they built a crimina) empire
Casper seldom matched in the annals of racketeering. The activities

Colwn —— of their mob became the subject of headline after headline in, the

Conrad —————
Felt
Gale ———————

Rosen é a - / ';_':" o g :
Sullivan ———— ; J / - - y
Tavel ——— =4 "/! -

i — ENCLOSURE

Tele. Room
Holmes e

Gamty waiL roow T teLETYPE UNiT ]




£

metropolitan dailiea. With the typical weapons of their 11k,
they attacked the poultry, fur, artichoke and clothing :
industries. Brutality, violence, intimidation and vandallsm
were their stock in trade as they moved in on flourishing
businesses. Lead pipes, stench bombs, bullets and strong-
armed bandits were the tools they used. It was soon obvious
that it was far less painful to give the ocutlaws their “cut®
than to defy them. One New York man, sitting quietly at home, -
was approached by a stranger carrying a folded newspaper. Not
a word was spoken as the intruder took from the newspaper a
bottle of acid which he dashed into the face of the innocent .
victim, leaving him seriously burned and scarred for life. The:
owner of a business in New Jersey learned the ways of. the -
racketeers when his plant was bombed. Buchalter's hirelings, .
armed with iron pipes wrapped in newapapers and with guns, staged
a daring attack on the headquarters of a union while a meeting:
was in progress. Another enemy of the rackets was found ina
ditch in Detroit, tied securely in a jJackknife position,

Once established as a kingpin of this vicious empire, |
Louis Buchalter found it convenient and undoubtedly much safer '
to retire behind the scenes. He became one of the wealthiest ‘.
of men; living in sumptuous luxury and directing his reign of
terror from afar.

i
PRI
i
rgn

' Although arrested on many occasions, he seemed to be
immune to punisiment. Finally, however, towards the end of 1936,
authorities started to close in. In November of that year he
was convicted, with Shapiro, for violation of the Federal
antitrust laws. The following August, Buchalter and Shapiro
were indicted, with 14 others, by a grand jury of New York City
for conspiracy to extort money from clothing manufacturers.
With a long list of other charges about to be leveled against
him, Buchalter decided to go into hiding. He dropped out of
sight, but while continuing the tremendous investigationa necessary
to bring him to justice, authorities directed their attention to
his henclmen. Federal and local grand Juries began studying

in detail the methods and records of the racketeers. Buchalter's
underworld associates were being forced to appear in court.

Big shot mobsters in various parta of the United States were
summoned to appear before grand juries. In short, "the heat

was on." The hoodlums facing the grand Jjuries realized that

the whole illegitimate empire was crumbling, with Buchalter
appesently about to squirm out from under it. New York
authorities, however, had not forgotten him. They issued a
$25,000 reward for him, dead or alive. The investigation of

the FBI to locate Buchalter was intensified, and the pressure
from the underworld for Buchalter's appearance mounted. Finally,
in August, 1939, Buchalter found that he could no longer hide, and
he was forced to give himself up to the FEI.
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mr. Nichols - pDATE: November 28, 1956
4

£
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'FROM  : Mf-’«"__% Jones

SUBJECT: Loui s Buchalter

There are attached excerpts concerning the above-
captioned case taken from "The FBI Story, A Report to the People,"
by Don Whitehead published by Random House, 19 56. These excerpis
are from page(s) 109-110 of the book.

The full text of the book may be found in the FBI Library.

Enclosure
[ wncos » NOT RECORDED
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One of these was the a;rest of the notorious Louis (Lepke) Buch-
f alter whose gang forced the baking industry alone to pay them an esﬁ‘\
mated $1,000,000 for protection.

As the FBI closed in on Buchalter, Walter Winchell broadcast a
radio appeal for the gang leader to surrender, with the promise that his
civil rights would be respected by the FBI. Negotiations began imme-
diately between intermediaries of Buchalter and Winchell and finally an
agreement was reached.

On the night of August 24, 1939, Director Hoover walked alone
through New York City’s strects to the corner of 28th Street and Fifth
Avenue. And there the hunted man, Buchalter, surrendered to him. The

[ FBI got Buchalter, and Winchell got an exclusive story. Buchalter was /
turned over to state authorities and later was executed for murder.

Excerpt from pages 109, 110 of
“The FBI Story, A Report to the
People” by Don Whitehead
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Spur Campaign'

{Buchalter, Indicted N. Y. Fur
Racketeer, Sought in L. A.

-Bearing a warrant for the arrest of Louis Buchalter, a ﬁngitlve
from New York, where he is being sought in connection with terror-
izing activities in the garment, fur dressing, flour and trucking in«

dustries, Hareld ﬁaﬂlanson, as
sistant director of ) eral
Bureau of Investigation, arrived
in Los Angeles yesterday,

- IQU!S»'»BUCHALTEB '

| --Buchalter, one-:of - the most
i notorious figures in - Eastern s un-
j derworld circles, is believed oper-
ating on the West coast from a
hideout in Hollywood, Nathanson
stated. .., - - - T e

ihave been warned to be on the
lookout for Buchalter, who drop-
ped from sight about a year ago
after federal agents in New York
opened a drive against racketeer-
ing in’ key industries. -

- Buchalter’s presence in Los
Angeles,. ‘federal fnvestigators
point out, may be concerned
with attempts to. gain a foot-
bold .in organizing “protective”
-associations here similar to
~-those he. operated in New York,

- .

. Buchalter began’ his career as
a minor hfbd%ang, promi-
nence in the underWodrid until as
a leading racketeer he .controlled

Local law enforcement agencies’

¥

arm men and gunmen, which wés
believed to number from 200 to
500 men. He collected millions of

-Jdollars in tribute from legitimate

business men through the protec-
tion racket, Nathanson said,

Strike-Breaking Activities
His activities also extended in-
to strike-breaking and labor unjon
coercion, -the federal officer de-

clared, .

as Louis .Buckhouse, Louis Kawer,
Louis Cohen, Louis Kauvar .and
Louis. Buckholtz. Other. aliases
Include Louis Laurar, Louis Saf-
ter, Louis Kauver, Lou Brodsky,
“Judge - Brodsky.” T

Born - February 12, 1887,
Ruchalter is about 5 feet' ¢
inches tall, weighs 160 pounds,
has dark hair, dark complexion
and brown - eyes, .large blunt
mose and. prominent ears. He
has an 18-year-old son, Harold.

small businessmen. upen .whom he
preyed while in New York—were
of the Jewish faith. Persons hav-
Ing knowledge ot his ‘whereabouts
are requested to 'communicate
with the local office of ‘the Fed-

L rarmeeiine

BETH OLAM
‘Cemetery and Manseleum
. 1 "HMOLLYWOOD

H. Lew Zuckerman, Pres,

s O T

his own ‘ofganization of ; gttang-

e A L

Lo- 7501 — A

4. Friday, April 14, 1939 - -

Buchalter is known _-iaﬂoﬁsly '

Many of Buchaiter's victims—

eral Bureau of Invektigation, Lo

~ Morris Laskowitz, Mer. - F%
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60=1601 'ﬁgr) Eovember 11, 1937
JROORDED
MEMORAKDUM FQOR THE IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

REs FUR DRESSIEG INVESTIGATION;
JACOB SHAPIRQO, with aliases =~
Fugitive; LOUIS BUCHALTER,
with aliases, Fugitive, et alj
ANTITRUST.

Transmitted herewith is a draft of an Identification
Order concerning the fugitive Louis Buchalter. Xindly werify
the fingerprint classification and chesk your files for any
recent arrest of this individual.

Then the above has besn oampleted, kindly transmit
the attached to the lbo!unictl Section.

Very truly yours,
S ]

“r, Methen ... Dir”w
g ‘
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RAKE AND ALIASES, LOUIS BUCHALTER, with alisses: Louis Kauwvar,
Louis Kawer, Louis Keauver, Louis leuvar, Louis
Buokhouse, lLouis Buckhalter, Louis Euekholts,
Louis Cohan, ‘.uls  Saffer, 'Dpk.". "Lopkv'.
"lerky®, "Sefky®s |

FINGERPRINT CLASSIFICATION: 18 O 28 W II 16
OFFENSE: VIOIATION ANTITRUST LAWE
DESCEIPTION:

Age, 40 ysars (born February 12, 1897, Hew York, iew Jork)

Height, 5 feet 73 inches

Telght, 180 pounds

Build, medium

Hair, dark brown

Eyes, browm

Complexion, dark

Raoe, white ‘

Mationality, Amsrican~lewish

Edusation, Grumer Sochool

Ovoupation, recketeesr

Soars & lMarks, appendieitis operation scar

Peculiarities, nese large, rather straight and dlunt; sars prominent)
syes alert, shifting.

Photograph taken, June 12, 1988



CRIMIEAL RECORu:

oAs Louis Ksuvar, §==, arrested EBridgeport, Comnscticut, Polios Department, February
£9, 1916; charge theft; sentence May 18, 1918, indeterminate senteroe State Reformatc
Cheshire, Connecticute.

As louis Xauver, #817, reesived State Reformatory, Cheshire, Connestiocut, May 18,
1916; orime theft; certence indetermiuates relsased on parols July 12, 1917; absconds
July 28, 19173 warrant issued never sxzecuted; dismissed by Parols Board December 9,
1931

ohs Louis Bucklter, 7B 46048, arrested New York, Sew York, Folice Lepartment,
September 28, 19173 charge grand larosuy, sscond dsgree; sentence Javuary 11, 1918,
1 aud 3 years Sing Sing Prisone

sAs Louis Buekalter, F=~, regeived Sing Sing Prison, Ous Hew York, Jamuary
11, 19183 orime grand laroeny, second degres; sentense 1 and § years; transferred Fel
m 19, 1918, to Aubura Prison, Hew Yarke

ks Louis Buokalter, #A 56526, received Auburn Prison, Bew York, February 19, 1918,
on trsnsfer from Sing Sing Priscn, Ossining, Yew York; orime grand lareeny, second
degree; trexsferred lay 21, 1918 to Grest Meadow Priason, Comstock, lew York.

sAs Louis Bushalter, #4474, regeived Great Keedow “risen, Camstook, New York, May
21, 1818, on tranafer from Aukurn Prisan, Sew Yorks discharged Janmuary 27, 1318,

sk Louis Cohen, #8 46043, arrested lew York, Hew York, Police Topartment,
22, 1320; charge uttempted burglary, third degree; sentence June 21, 1920, 2 and g
years 3ing Sing Prisom, Ossining, Sew Yorke

oAs Louis Coben, #==, received Sing Sing Prison, Oesining, Hew York, June 21, 1980
orime sttempted burglary, third degree; sentence 1 and } yesrs; released on parole
March 18, 1928; discharged December 19, 1932,

sAs louis Buckhalter, B 46043, srrested Xew York, New York, Pelise Department,
Tovember 11, 1931, charge extortiony dismissed June 10, 1952,

*As Louis Buchalter, with aliases, arrested New York, New York, Felioe Department
on ten other cocasions betwssn September £, 1913 and Jux 12, 193%; discharged.

As leuis Buchalter, $Y0172, arrested United States Marshal, Scuthern Listriss ef
Now York, November 21, 1933; charge violation of Antitrust laws; relesased November
21, 1933, on dail pending trial; sentence November 12, 1938, 2 years peaitentiary,
and $10,000,00 finse

A Louis Bushalter, §==, resoived Taited “tates Detenmtion Hesdguarters, Yew York,
Jow York, Hovemder 12, 19883 erizs Shermsn Antitrust laws sentence, 2 years and
$10,000,00 fines m 8, 193§. released on bail pending appeal; Hareh 8, 1937,



conviction reversed.

An indictment was returned by the Federal Grand Jury, Southern listriet of
New York, at Lew York, lew York, on Yovesber 6, 1988, cherging Louis Cuchalter wit!
aliases, and others with vielating the Sherman Antitrust law, in that he with othe:
conapired to restrain imterstate comzercej to nonopolise intarstats commerees
attexmpted to monopoliss interstate comercs, and had monopolized interstats ocommer
fle faliled to appear in Federal Court oa July 6, 1987 and his bail in the amount
of £3,000400 was forfeited and a warrant lassued for hia arrests

law eaforoement agencies kindly tranmmit axny adéditional information or
oriminal record to ths nearest office of the Federsl Bureau of Investigatioa,
United States Department of Justioss

If apprehended please notify the Director, Federal :Dureau of Investigation,
Upnited States Department of Justiocs, Tashingtom, De Ces Or the Speoial Agent in
Chapze of the office of the Federsl Bureau of Investigation listed on the bask
hereof which is nsarest your citye )

Issued Yy

Johm Edgar Hoover,
Direator.

(ovER)

sRepresents notations unsupported by fingerprintes



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT:_LOUIS "LEPKE'" BUCHALTER
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‘A Special Fede

3

Sl
R B-y\JO-HN WADE and ARNOLD PRINCE -
ral grand jury sitting in New York City dr
EMonday on all phases of crime in the United States. According to officials
nothing approaching it in magnitude has been attempted heretofore. Acting

-under special authority of U. S. Attorney General Murphy, the jury is to investi-
rgate the entire American underworld.. .. ' :

<y 2

e In

quiry

will launch a drive

k All evidence will bes
bchecked . against a file of

$500,000 pages of crime re-

Pyrts and investigations as-
sémbled by the FBI through-
it the nation since 1937.
ltimately, seven other Fed-
eral Grand Juries now func-
ioning are to be assigned
parts in the gigantic task,
;. Principal’ case to receive im-
mediate consideration is that of
ouis (Lepke) Buch:etzr, malign-
nt garment, bakery and narcotic
Packeteer, who has been a fugi- {.
five from New York City since
uly, 1937.

" The Mirror learned yesterday
fhat subpoenas are being served
n an amazing Variety of witnesses
Jo be questioned in connection |
with the long hunt for Lepke. Pro-

BLindbergh law, and guided by pre-
edents established in the Dillinger
fund Bremer kidnap gang cases,

depke, or aided him in any way,
is to be brought before the jury.

| Lepke First Target |

- This will include physicians said
o have treated him.for a kidney
pilment he has long ‘suffered, at-
irneys he has consulted and other
Hirsons who came into -conteetd
ith him while he was a fugitive !
shd did not inform the authorities. :
* Prosecutions against these will {
pbe started under Federal statutes.
|. Jacob “(Gurrah) Shapiro, once
epke’s partner in the rackets and
Prow said to be his implacable
enemy, -and . J. Richard (Dixie)
Davis, former Dutch Schultz at-
Ftorney, also are to be witnesses,
‘Gurrah is being brought to New

rving a term for violating the |
herman Anti-Trust Laws. He is
xpected to give information h

Adul in finding Lepke and revealing

ve resulted in at leagt five

o
~ | passed on to

In Federal Court, U. S. Attorosy
dence against fugitive racket:({r

was sent from Washington by|F.
el i
| Federal

2 officials yesterda -
phisized, however, that the ie;?e
cike is but oneeto be investigated,
Mew York City is to become the

eadqqarters for an integrated
campaign against criminal bands
the nation over, in which informa-
tion obtained here will be distrib-
uted among Federal attorneys and
tsif::te officials throughout the na-

The subpoena

A ) power will be
used €n thig i o
eral peors district for. the gen- |

. -and leads uncove

utside the jurisdiction will rgg
]  wherever th 2
ithout @sparagxr_lg the serjous-

the extent of his operations, wh@chi 9“&9&,@‘33!‘1!@&&%&2@%@.

U. S. AHorney Gets Lepke .R'ecA?rd's

- William Young, Cdhill and Jerome Doyle. ...

D
Cahill and his staff.go over evi-"

Louis (Lepke) Buchalter, which
B. I. L. to r.: Mathias Corre_a!_
pr o= A

i s

o 5ol A

Fesul
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PRS- S L. 1 7

- ATTY..GEN I[URPHY .

equests - .Special Federa]
rand Jury to”act on natio

- ~wide scale. :: -,

“Encyclopedia of Lrime.” ][ -] {32
- U. "S. Attorney Cahill of -
E¥ork City will have charge of th
ppbresentation” of evidence and the
Wling~of . witnesses. He -will be
A R_% three 2xpert aides:—
4 nt U.-S. Attorneys Mattias
Noorrea, Jerome Doyle and William
¥oung, the latter, ’;:u?:“d of the
harcotics -division, “heing particu-
: interestéd :in the revelation
Bhat Lepke, among his underworld
factivities, iz ‘the “héad-of : $8,-
00,000 “narcotics .ring i
but_of New York City.-..o> .-
Ailded in Six Stntes |
8.4 forther Mep-toward een)}

Ang the ‘national e’ driv
hé _hesdquarters of ‘Myron Gn:l
Rhey,. dqu i r-of the FBIJ

zas moved to New York City. .

against-Lepke. ;
- “Bbrough President Lyons of the | 22
1| Bronx_yesterday wrote the Board |~
of Estimate nrging it at its mest-
ing Monday to vote a $10,000 re-
ward fof the capture of Penn's
ayers. His letter stated in part:.
* *While I am -in- favor of a |
5,000 reward for the ‘capture |
wi b Ilfpkjg,’ﬂ@d-(:g alive, I think

same apart-|if De
0 | De
hilip O‘rovisk_?;

tter of social’ jus.



. :t star wu:nass 'tor ~the jpecml
$ederal - Grand - Jury whxchdlon-
2 : wzll :tuempt

4 Katzenberg was" sexiten to ten
Jrears “in prison 'a year ago and it
had been behevedmt he :was re-

[ Instead, 4t developg: ‘be- has-
mained right hiere” m the “Feder.

R 'ghuhe:doﬂ}ie 4 i
ery much to have some of thok

jen -years Jopped off -and hai given
jte Federal Bureau of Infdrmation
pome fifteen fat-volumes nf tmdence.;

Lépke .'Sﬁll an; Busineu‘ -
e asha has. given ‘the ‘Government
he 'intormatmn which led ® & ten-

unt nareotics indictment. ‘against
-Louis {Lepke) . Buchalter,
nost-wanted gangster in -America.

-Yasba -has - uiso  informed the

'Lepke {s still financially in-
ed in A large and promus
New York clothing concern: .
£ TWo executives of the eompany
Will be summoned before the Grand
bury. - United ‘States Attorney John

~Cahi11 will. demand to° -know it

men, -it- is. understood, «that the{

m indxcates ‘that ﬁ:ere s sus-f
Picion Lepke ‘may have been whil:
ing away some of -his time in-a
vheel chair, 'with a pretty’ nprse.‘
pr ‘nurses; {o ‘attend bim. i
iR known"-that ‘he :uﬂers from
kidney nnment and “that _he

wlt was Yuha Kntzenberg who
ook Q.he witness . ‘stand: .and put

,-. ‘nnxer on ‘John 'Inmo -dufing
he” Little- Fellow’s {rial in April.
[He nve detriled testimony con-
cerning operations - of the “Big
Seven,” prohibition syndicate which
included - Torrio, and Torrio sud-.
_- nly entered a- plea- of guilty. He
’ »now servmg two and a hal!

-As ‘the Govemment prepared- to
o into action Monday the under-
hworld rocked with the most serious

diplomatic problem it has eéver
aced The calling -of the apecial
MGrand -Jury, with authorization of
RUnited -States Attorney - Genersi

Frank Murphy, is in effect an ulti-| :

imatum: ' Unless the underworld pro-
ucesl.epkeandtumslumm there
going to be trouble all along th

A zhty-ﬂx volumes o! mdenee,
ncyclopedia .of crite,”” can’ caush
P ty 'of ‘trouble . for \Plenty

ey,

"f'*%m"m &

Clipping from
NEW YORK POST
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S3ﬁ,ﬁ00 Is Offered
For Surrender of
lepke Gangsier

Racketeer’s Aldes - ,
‘Also Sought as Dewey
‘And Hoover Press Hunt

, By the Associnted Press. =~ !

‘NEW YORK, Aug. B—Somewhere
in ‘hiding today is a middle-aged
man with a $30,000 price on his head.

He is Louls (Lepke) Buchalter, 42,
8 stocky, swarthy, big-nosed gang-
ster-—newest wearer of the ever-
shifting title, “public enemy No. 1.”

J. Edgar Hoover, G-man chief
whose men have hunted Lepke for

-two years, will pay $5,000 for him.

District Attorney Thomas E. Dewey
—thanks to action yesterday by the
City Board of Estimate—-has ra.ised
New York’s ante to szsooo

Secrecy Promised

'

have

e Lkl

o

'Y name of the person whq “puts the
finger” on Lepke, and qt’h"ea'xmrd

. | the “anti-crime" drive,

B ~';‘.-¥ & PR VROt For 4

Mr. Hoover and Mr. Dewey
, mised to keep- secret the{

will be paid whether the- fugitive
racketeer, held responsible by Mr.
Dewey for the slaying of five former
associates since he jumped $10,000
balil, is captured dead or alive,

In the hope of obtaining a lead
to Lepke’s whereabouts, Mr. Dewey
ordered an eight-State alarm for
Isidore Zennreich, 41, a partner of
Lepke and Jacob (Gurrah) Shaprio
in the days when they dominated
the baking and garment mdustry
rackets here.

Part of Anfi-Crime Drive. '

The search for Lepke was just one
angle of an assauit against a na-

ional “confederacy of crime” under-

en by a Federal grand jury ime-
paneled by United States Attomey
John T, Cahill, VOOt

Several business executives wete:

named on the Jjury which prepared
to begin immediate consideration of

Lan 386 -volume “Encyclopedia of

Crime"” prepared by the Federal Bu-
reaun of Investigation. Mr.. Hogver,
F. B. I. chief, is taking pegfonal

. Crowlho. ...
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.} bodaty on Lepke from $5000 to $25,000.

NEW YORK, Aug $-1t is now worth $3oooo to an ,.

one providing mformatlon leading to the capture, dead |:

or.alive, of Louis “Lepke” Buchalter, mdustrlalm racketeer,

and “the nation’s most dangerous crunmal ”
=Dist, Attg. Dewey believed such a}- =
fortune might fempt an informer who ' printing 1000000 “wa.nted" clrculars,
otherwise would be frightened by the. -to be distributed over the country o
knowledge * that at least five former| ~Lepke long has been’ identified with
gangster associates of Lepke, who might'| fur, bakery and other ra.ckew He s
have testitied against him, have been believed still” active, gétting” ‘extortion:
assassinated In recent months. . money from merchants, thru his asso-
‘The. hunt for. Lepke, in which the 'clates at -his hiding plaee Twenty of,
Pederal Government 1s ‘taking part, is his assoclates are under’ indictments
the ‘first phase of a nation-wide war | for various crimes. Some are In cus-
on crime dn'ected by a Federal grand - tody. Some are being ~hunted..
jury bere. .. The city also.offered $5000 reward 8
4§t Mr. Deweys request, the .City , the capture of the killers of Irvin. Penn,
Bojird of Estimate yesterday raised the | music publisher, who apparen
mistaken for a potential witness
Lepke who lived in the. ndghb

| F. ‘B.'T, is offering another $5000.
Police Department started foday 'l

LR Y
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M. Lester ooeees
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-.U.S., N.Y. Join
In Wlde Hunt
For Buchalter

R

Specml Grand Jury
Convenes to’Wage ‘
War ou Racketeers ;

: Bv tM Auocimd Preu

‘New York, Aug 7.—Federal and -
city; -authorities .took three ‘long
strides. today in.the campalgn of
the’ publie’ versus Louis (Lepke)
Buichalter, fugitive industrial racket-
eer accused of conducting a stealthy
and “deadly- war against his erst-
while gangster associates. .

The Federal Government .con-
‘vened an extraordinary grand jury
to collect and integrate information
in..a national 'attack on- crime, in
which - Lepke's capture ﬁmu'ed as
one specific ob:ecnve. g

Zennreich Hunted o "Z_l ‘I.

-THe police sent out an exght-State . .
alarm for Isidore Zennreich, accused -7"

3
|
2
b
b
!

Lepke associate,_-coincident . with
sttnct Attorney Dewey’s disclosure
that “Izzy™ and four others had been
indicted with Lepke and his former
top ~partner,. Jacob (Gurrah) - Sha-
‘piro,-as bakery facketeers. o
with deliberafp fanfare, to*im-
press upon the pljblic conscibusness
‘New York’s urglint desire for.‘the
capture of Lepkd) the cxty board. of
estimate posted a $25,000 dead-
.alive reward for the satumme
-gangster. . !

) ’I‘he board "also offered a $5,000 re-
:ward for the killers of Isadore Penn,
‘a.quiet Bronx householder whose
‘recent assassination spurred:’ the

search for, Lepke Penn. authoritxes

national’ anti-crime clearing house, B
was * ‘gelected . with extraordinary { ’
secrécy, . no’ olitsiders being: per~ e 9 ! /

ted when'the court met. Ttsiper-' / J ¢

1 was likewise unusual,’ the

its membership being studded

‘witl¥men of far more than avefege ”}
| busthess . and professional “exper? , \9 k
encdy: including ' a. half-dozen hxghl

pand mdustnal executives E




DEWEY TO GUARB
LEPKE INFORMER

as Protection against
Retaliation

Federal and city agencies direct-
ing a nation-wide hunt for Louis
(Lepke) Buchalter pinned their
chief hope today on the $30,000 re-
ward that is now offered for in-
formation leading to his capture,
dead or alive, o

District Attorney Thomas FE.
Dewey made no secret of the fact
and promised complete protection!
to any person whose fear of under-
world retaliation may prove less:
strong than the lure of the small!
fortune offered for the nation’s No,
1 racketeer. .. . L e

“My .office and that of - Captain
Rothengast are open {wenty-four
hours. a day,” Dewey said. “The
person who gives the information
leading 1o Lepke's arrest will* be
tully protected, his.- identity - will
never be revealed and information

Will be received with absolute con-|

fidence” . : o
Captain Rothengast js in charge
of a special .squad of fitty-five po-
licemen .and detectives assigned to
the Lepke search, S
_Following the action of the Board
of Estimate yesterday in increasing
the city’s reward from $5,000-- to
$25,000, in addition to the $5,000 stil}.
offered by the Federal Bureay of

Investigation, -the - Police - Depart-

ment began printing 1,000,000 circy-
la:;ngﬁﬂg&Lepke’s desch
details of .the new offer,

AT, e

Mro Dasoa ol
Mr. Seare ...
FMr. Coine Tansm,
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F Miass Coandy. ...
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As the Federal .G\\owiérnmeﬁt yeste

in the special

rime drive by swearing
the Bo

lence in New York,City today,

sity’s reward for the calpture'of‘Louis (Lepke

The Federal’ Gover The special
{pickpd yesterday

Federal

rday opened its g
that will begin t

ate increased to

Grand Jury_
of Estim
) Buchalter,

ard

Grand J
was chosen

-acketeer who is the kiung})m in the investigation.
5 p

was a standing offer of $9,7itg
000 for Lepke, which brinigs:of 50.
to $30,000 the total that will| No
be paid to anyone bringing Witnesses
him in
The
voted a reward of $5,000
arrest of the four assassins_ who before
recently shot down Irving Penn, morning it was
the Bronx music house publishing . _ United States
executive, presumably under
mistaken impression that he was crime drive.
3 a material witness uncovered
held by District Attorney DeweY New York City
for the trial of gther Statas,dthe
on learning that the | tﬁorfigixzsvar d
I had, mcreas_ed evpects will be
jta reward for pke’s’ capture | action.
from $5,000 to $25,000, issued
the following statement pledging | Mathis Correa,
jon to anyone who .

ht.
Dewey,
Board of Estimate

helps | William Young,

bring Lepke to earth: : to th d jw d ques-
A.‘fTwenty-fwe. thousand dollars ,,‘éﬁ,’;f ewii’,\esﬁeg,m jury end 4
will now be paid by the City © The special grand jury will in-

New York for information lead- V'
ing to the capture of ‘Lepke’
Buchalter. "
“My office and that of Capt.
Conrad Rothengast are open

hours a day. . .

het an underw

tto inother will
tigdted.

~ “His or her jdentity will never |
be revealed. The' information
will be received in absolute con-
i fidence.” . - Lo
i Farlier in_the day Dewey had
i }lsed an 8-State alarm to be sent
iouk for the arrest of Isidore Zen-
'nerdich, described as_the “
‘man” who maderthe collectidng for
the Lepke-Gurrah combinagii;n\*ﬁ~I
rackefeers in the garment an
bakery rackets. IR

traordinary task fr

effort was made t
ng ) ; thedinitial ;ffor
: newly selecte jury ein
Bd ead or alw?' to organization. The first of those
oard of Estimate 2lso who have been summone
for the parts of the country to 8ppesr
the jury will be heard this

the ‘will be in general

Wherever evi

for what th

bail bond two years

from one
be care

charge ©

Grand

Y
om a pakel

o examine
ts of the
devote

aid.

Attorney Cahill
£ the
dence is
Jury in

of violations in
information will .
the - proper au- |

Three assistaht 7. S. attorneys,
Jerome Doyle an
will present evi-

ago. A report
orld organization
exkits for the protection of -crimf
indls fleeing jurisdictiof

fully inved-

e Government
swift follow up

reatest nation-wi
aking €
$25,000 £

the sw ar_thligm

st g oA A 4T e
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